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Environmental awareness  

 

Objectives of the Practice 

Trees are unsung hero of our ecosystem. They purify air we breathe and provide habitat for countless 

species and offer invaluable source of food, medicine and raw material. They are essential in mitigating 

climate change. However, reckless use of paper is significantly contributing to deforestation which poses 

serious threat to our planet’s health. The impact of paper industry on environment is vast its 

manufacturing requires huge quantity of water, energy, and processing involves use of harmful 

chemicals. In order to achieve the above objective Maharashtra educational Society’s H. K. college of 

Pharmacy has taken special efforts to reduce reuse and recycle the paper use on campus. 

 

The Context 

Preserving our environment is of utmost priority and most important discussion on worldwide forum. 

We at our college are contributing for future generation’s by saving paper consumption for our daily 

activities Saving papers is saving trees. Each of us is playing pivotal role in this direction by making 

conscious efforts in our daily lives. Paper usage not only creates an environmental burden but also impact 

the green energy resources of our planet. Being a metro-city, our college is already exposed to the 

environmental hazards during travelling. Hence the sense of contributing towards save paper save trees 

instantaneous amongst the people of H. K. college. We pledge to reduce paper usage and embrace digital 

technology and support sustainable practices.  We at our college are abiding to it and are making 

significant impact on making greener healthier and sustainable world. The college campus has ensured 

that our heritage of green campus is well preserved. 

 

The Practice 

In todays advanced digital age which is ever evolving, here technology plays an important part in our 

everyday life. The importance of preserving our environment is more evident than ever. Especially with 

our country where the population to green ratio is depleting very fast. One of the simplest and most 

impact full way is to save papers and save trees. Each individual in HKCP has been contributing to this 

by conserving paper usage and promoting sustainability by saving papers and tree in most of our daily 

activities. In a Teaching institute where use of paper will not be questioned this initiation by HK is 

commendable because of the management and members of HKCP. Use of papers is highly disregards in 

HKCP campus. We not only educate the importance of digitalisation but also follow it.  
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This is achieved by: 

 

• NAS communication portal used by all teaching faculties for maintenance of course files, etc. 

• Double side printing, using one page question paper and printing on both the sides if required. 

Minimum paper usage 

• Using Recycled paper, if printing is necessary for a memo or information which has to be 

physically documented the reuse of old papers is implemented. 

• On line submission of assignment on google class room. 

• Online feedback forms and surveys. 

• Virtual seminars and Meetings and Presentation to reduce use of printed material and travelling 

related environmental burden.  

• Power point Presentation to student. 

• Admission process is designed to use minimum papers. 

• Faculty daily activity and teaching schedule record is maintained on google drive which each 

faculty and staff fills every day. 

• Formation of green club.  

• Usage of digital notices and promotion of e communication via WhatsApp groups and emails 

• All SOPs and details of medicinal plant garden is maintained in the form of QR codes. 

• PDFs of many books are available and are circulated by teachers as a major means of reference 
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5. Evidence of Success-  

 

• The fruitfulness of this program is evident by the data which show less consumption of paper 

year by year in spite of increase in number of students.  

• The use of google class room has made collecting statistical data of all students uploading their 

assignment, their attendance in class and performance in each subject easy to monitor. This 

enables the teacher to mentor the students and encourage them to be more proactive.  

• NAS communication has made data compilation easy and accessible and data of each year is 

available year wise in staff communication, this helps the functioning of college smoothly.  

 

The college extensively promotes practices of beyond campus environmentally sustain inability 

activities. We have done multiple drives and campaigns pertaining to environmental sustainability. There 

are various on campus green initiatives taken and highly promoted. There is a culture amongst faculties 

and students to communicate via e communication. As a results of above efforts, we have reduced the 

consumption of paper significantly. This statistic is achieved despite of the fact that the student’s strength 

is increased both in bachelors and master’s level.  
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6. Problems Encountered and Resources Required 

 

• The fear of losing all digital data to corrupt computer system is always worrisome 

• The requirement of attestation of documents for official purpose again drives us to print copy in 

physical form.  

• Documentation of various activities as per PCI, university of Mumbai norms generating purchase 

order  

• Requirement of physical copy of bill. 

• Depending on electricity or requirement of power back up.  

The major problem usually any institution faces in implementing digital documentation is infrastructure, 

the initial investment for which the HK management was with the college for initiating this drive of 

“save paper and save trees”. the faculty and staff did face some initial hiccups in using the digital form 

of teaching and data maintaining but with practice that was overcome. Ensuring security of digital record 

is crucial and requires robust security measure Students were tech savvy. All legal documents in Mumbai 

university and other governing bodies still endorses only hard copy, so compliance with regulatory and 

official government offices still leads to paper usage to the minimum. Shifting the culture of organisation 

to paperless operation takes time and effort. To overcome these challenges a comprehensive plan is 

required. Along with this monitoring the changes is also required for timely upgradation and be at par 

with latest technology. 
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